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If you are truly in the mood to read something scary to keep you awake at night visit 

this link http://academeblog.org/2015/04/21/culling-the-iowa-faculty/ a post in the 

online blog of Academe, the AAUP journal.  In short, it is a proposed bill to the Iowa 

state senate that proposes to ‘fix’ higher education with several reforms including an 

attack on tenure, public shaming of low performing faculty and a method by which the 

student body of an institution can vote a faculty member ‘off the island’.   Now arguably 

this is crazy talk and La-La legislation and in fact did not receive any real traction, but 

the real danger is that, in the face of this kind of thinking, suddenly the weakening of 

tenure becomes the merely moderate position.  If that is not enough to keep you awake, 

check out this article from ‘InSide Higher Ed’ h�ps://www.insidehighered.com/

news/2015/04/27/anxiety-over-massive-proposed-cuts-louisianas-colleges-felt-across-

state 

SUNY is a strong system, but it is fairly young, the institutional founders in the various 

schools that accepted the call of the Rockefeller expansion and created the colleges and 

universities we now know have almost all retired.   More importantly, that progressive 

state government that made that expansion possible seems also to have retired.  Who is 

going to take up the charge of the caretaker?  Who is going to work to hold on to the 

promise of public higher education in New York State?  The new generation of faculty 

must shoulder this burden because there is no one else who will.  It is ironic indeed that 

of all the stake-holders, it is the labor union of SUNY, the United University 

Professions, that remains the primary advocate in Albany for the State University of 

New York.  Public education is under attack nationwide.  The K-12 sector lost its basic 

protection of tenure in this year’s budget bill…I will say that again, the BUDGET 

BILL.   

If any of these push your buttons, I encourage each of you to push the button in this link 

https://uuphost.org/myuup/Registration/ADVOCACY/RegForm.php 

and register for the May 19th UUP sponsored advocacy day at the Legislative 

Office Building in Albany.  If there are enough registrants from the North Country, 

UUP will supply a bus.  It will be an important and fascinating day of action.  If 

you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at 

w.kim.hartshorn@gmail.com.  See you on that bus! 
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 George Still 
 V.P for Professionals 
 
 
 

 

 

“It is with sadness that I inform you all that I will 
be leaving the college in June.  I have enjoyed 
the past two years as your Vice President for Pro-
fessionals.  I wish everyone the best in the fu-
ture.  If you have questions between now and 
when the special election is held for my replace-
ment please contact Karen Volkman.   
In Solidarity,  George.” 
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Announcements 
UUP Veterans Affairs Statewide Committee 

Gina Doty, Co-chair of committee 

dotygl@plattsburgh.edu / #564-5011 
This committee meets at the UUP Delegate Assemblies 
three times a year and our committee’s mission is to help 
our union members who are veterans to stay informed of 
their rights with hiring protocol, support union members 
returning from active duty and find out concerns and prob-
lems that are facing our veterans working in the SUNY sys-
tem.   

At our last meeting on April 17th we discussed many differ-
ent topics including Legislative Bill A04313A that Governor 
Cuomo vetoed two days before Veterans Day preventing 
the three years buy-back of service-- though the Assembly 
and Senate had passed it.  There is a lobby day on May 
19th and other dates to follow if anyone wants to talk with 
legislators about this bill. Call 1-800-342-4206 for more 
information.  If we have enough interest for the date, a bus 
will be arranged for transportation.  Our veterans committee 
plans to start writing a UUP resolution concerning this ve-
toed bill so that the bill will also include ORP and not only 
TRS retirement systems.  

The committee also has forthcoming more veteran regalia 
cords which are red, white, and blue to wear on graduation 
day during commencement, so if you would like to have a 
cord showing you are a veteran contact Gina Doty. 

There are other topics that we discuss during our meetings, 
but look at our website for past meeting minutes and re-
source information at:  http://uuphost.org/vets/ 
If you have questions, comments or issues for our commit-
tee, let me know.  In closing, thank you for your service to 
our country. 

 

The Environmental Health and Safety department is com-
mitted to regulatory compliance, minimizing environmental 
impacts, preventing occupational injuries, responding to 
community concerns, and overall protecting the well being 
of each individual on campus. Our environmental manage-
ment systems include a cloud-based chemical inventory 
system, a cloud-based asbestos management program, a 
tablet based laboratory, studio and shop inspection pro-
gram, a server-based accident/incident tracking program, 
and an employee training tracking program. We also use 
other Access databases for optimal collection, storage and 
utilization of fire, recycling, job safety analysis, and depart-
mental data. The use of technology helps us make the best 
use of our resources and keeps us responsive to the ever-
changing regulatory climate. 

Subscribe to our monthly newsletters in order to stay up-
dated with the latest announcements, tips, and other re-
sources. In order to be added to our mailing list, send us 
an email at sunyplattsburghehs@gmail.com 

Like our page on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Environmental-Health-Safety/1564241333847104?
fref=ts 

UUP Professionals Only: Special      
Election Ballot for UUP VP Position 

Due to the pending departure of VP Professionals 
George Still, all professionals (not academic faculty) 
should have received at your home mailbox a few days 
ago a “Notice of Election/call for Nominations 2015 Spe-
cial Election”.  Inside are instructions to nominate your-
self or ask someone you feel would perform this officer 
position well to sign your nomination ballot form.   

It is important to note that this nomination form must be 
mailed and received to UUP Albany address no later 
than May 12th, which is next Tuesday to be viable.  If you 
did not receive this at your home address, let Karen 
Volkman our President or George Still our VP for Profes-
sionals know quickly.   

Karen Volkman:  volkmake@plattsburgh.edu 
George Still:  gstil001@plattsburgh.edu 
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Upcoming Events 
North Country UUP 

Professionals Retreat 
June 10, 2015 

Registration and Coffee at 9:00 am 
Retreat 9:30 am to 2:00pm (Lunch Served) 

Valcour Conference Center 

3712 State Route 9 Peru NY 12971 
 

Program: Joint Labor/Management Leadership Academy Sessions presented by 
your UUP colleagues Catherine Kaleita and Kerri Piemme 

1) Professional Concerns and Networking 

2) Understanding your Leadership Style 

3) Resolving Conflict using Constructive Techniques 

 

Please RSVP to (518) 564-7887 or Plattsburgh@uupmail.org no later 
than June 4th 

 

SPRING MIXER 

The Plattsburgh UUP Spring Mixer will be held on Thursday, May 14, at Meron's (on Beekman Street) from 4:30 - 6:30. 
Pizza (including gluten-free), wings, and other nibbles will be provided, as well as a PUUP 'wooden nickel' to exchange 
for the beverage of your choice, provided your choice is beer, wine, or soft. 

All we ask in exchange is a $5 contribution to the good & welfare fund or a roughly equivalent donation for the Interfaith 
Food Shelf. 

Families welcome; kids included with parents' contributions. 
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Recipes 
Scandinavian Almond Cake 

Gina Doty 

yield: ONE loaf pan 

Preheat oven 350 

Note:  So easy to make using a spoon and no electric mixer 

 

Spray loaf pan with Pam and lay at the bottom some parchment paper, then spray Pam again 

on that. Sprinkle some sliced almonds (about 1/3 cup or close) on the bottom only. 

set aside. (I only used a metal loaf pan) 

 

Ingredients: 

1 1/4 cups sugar 

1 egg 

2 tsp almond extract  (I plan to try different extracts) 

2/3 cup milk 

1 1/4 cup all purp. flour 

1/2 tsp salt  AND  1/2 tsp baking powder 

1 stick melted butter  (I melted this in a very large glass bowl) 

1 TB confectioner sugar used at the cool stage. 

 

1. Mix well the flour,salt and baking powder with a whisk to incorporate, set aside this bowl. 

2.  Add to the melted butter already in the glass bowl in the microwave, then add the sugar and egg and beat by hand with a 

large spoon until very,very creamy  about 2 minutes, then add the extract and milk and beat by hand, then add the flour mix-

ture and mix well. 

3.  Pour into the ONE loaf pan.  Bake 40-50 min .  (mine is done in 45 min)  

4. Remove from oven and cool in pan THEN invert then flip so almond is up. 

Optional: Then sprinkle confectioner sugar on top . About 1 TB. 

DONE. 

 

**So moist and delicious and fast to make. 

**Try other extracts and follow the same directions. Make it with orange, lemon, coconut extract. 

Maple Syrup Salad Dressing 

Gina Doty 
 

1 cup dark amber pure Maple Syrup 
1/2 cup catsup 

1/2 cup apple cider vinegar 
1/2 cup canola oil (any light oil) 

1 tsp minced garlic 
2-3 tsp horseradish 

**Combine all ingredients well and refrigerate.  Shake before using.  Great on salad 
greens. Keeps for about a month in refrigerator. 
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Recipes 
Many Mushroom Soup 

(Adapted by Gerianne Wright from Susan Branch’s “Heart of the Home”) 

3 Tbsp. butter 

3 Tbsp. oil 

1 garlic, minced 

1 onion, chopped 

1 lb. mixed mushrooms (your choice) 

3 c. chicken broth 

¼ cup white port or dry sherry 

3 Tbsp. tomato paste 

½ cup minced fresh or 2 ½ Tbsp. dried parsley 

Pepper to taste 

Melt butter and oil in Dutch oven. Saute garlic and onion slowly over low heat, 10 min. Add mushrooms, cover and cook over medium 

high heat 5 min. Add broth, port, tomato paste and parsley. Simmer 10 min. Add cream and heat through. Pepper to taste. Serve.  
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