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| grew up on the Mohawk territory of Akwesasne in Northern NY. I've always loved learning and
found my passion for education through my time as a first-gen student under Syracuse
University's Haudenosaunee Promise. While fulfilling my M.S. thesis, | developed the Three Sisters
Garden project as an experiential learning space and relationship bridge between the university
and the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, marking the return of Indigenous seeds to ancestral lands
and creating a true land acknowledgement. | later helped establish a similar project at
Binghamton University and thus began my chapter at BU.

QUESTION & ANSWER

Tell me about your job and why you love what you do?

As Assistant Director for Native American and Indigenous Student Initiatives, my
goal is to elevate the Indigenous student experience at Binghamton University.
My role revolves around sowing seeds, cultivating community, and sustaining
traditional knowledge through place-based learning experiences. | support our
Multicultural Resource Center and several campus projects focused on building
relationships with our neighboring Tribal communities and creating a sense of
belonging for our Native American and Indigenous students through cross-
cultural events and programming, such as our annual Three Sisters Garden
planting and Haudenosaunee Festival. | love creating spaces for people to
connect, learn, and share stories. Being able to be a bridge between communities
and bring in unique perspectives and wisdom through collaborations with our
Haudenosaunee partners for our students, staff and faculty is what | aspired for
as a student myself and | am honored | get to fulfill that role.



How did you get involved with UUP?

| joined UUP when | started this job and have had a wonderful time getting to
know people and our campus leaders at meet ups and coffee hours

How do you make a difference?

I'm a community builder at heart and believe that creating meaningful
relationships between higher ed institutions and tribal communities is essential
to elevating the Indigenous higher education experience. From sowing seeds
with the Onondaga Nation farmworkers, learning traditional crafts from
Haudenosaunee artisans, or playing the medicine game with the legendary
Thompson lacrosse family, | get to pass on knowledge, traditions, and culture to
the next generations while supporting Indigenous sovereignty.

What about your community engagement; any hobbies?

| also have a passion for food and stay engaged where | live in Syracuse, NY
as a recent advisory board member of the Syracuse Onondaga Food
System Alliance (SOFSA). | also do workshops and events with k-12,
colleges, and museums on Haudenosaunee food culture. During the summer
| spend my free time traveling, foraging, and gardening. | started a rooftop
garden project and enjoy hosting potlucks with my neighbors, from roof-to-
table.
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